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Each and Every Experience in the Mission has been so fulfilling and
uplifting. It is very difficult to single out a particular experience.

Nevertheless, I would like to specially mention that being a Core Member
of the Organizing and Planning Team for numerous CHYK Camps, it has
been a great learning and a humbling experience under the guidance of
Swami Siddheshanandaji in Pune. This practical grooming received from

the Guru actually has helped me dive deeper into enquiry and totally
transformed my outlook of life. This is something which each seeker has

surely gone through and cannot be put in words, but just needs to be
experienced from within..!

Pune, India

1982 Santa Cruz Family Camp (University of California in Santa Cruz) when
I was in my twenties and had the opportunity to sing a song in English for

Pujya Gurudev (song name was, 'By my side') in the evening Cultural
Program. At this same camp, I had the opportunity to ride as a passenger
every day with Pujya Gurudev when we would pick up Gurudev after the

morning discourse and escort Him back to the on-campus town home
where Gurudev lived during the summer camp.

Los Altos, USA
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My most memorable experience is the day when I had Guruji's Darshan
for the first time. It was like a boatman who was lost in the sea, finally

saw a lighthouse. It was my 25th birthday. A turning point in my life.After
that, there is no turning back. Guruji s love and compassion has always

touched our hearts and inspired us more and more. Another incident that
is most precious to me is that my wedding got fixed in the presence of

Guruji.

Puducherry, India

My most memorable experience with Chinmaya mission is the
completion of 50 years of Chinmaya movement. I attended the ceremony
as a volunteer and served as a Chyk member. I was really impressed by

the kind of arrangements and systematic work execution of the
celebrations during my stay in Mumbai. I can still remember it vividly. I

still cherish the Chyk jacket which was given to the volunteers.

Raebareli, India
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My first start of spiritual journey begins with Guruji Swami
tejomayananda in Oct 2013 in visakhapatnam. Then I follow Guruji in all

media platforms for few months. One day I was thinking on one point
that he inspires me a lot and a lot by his words and bhajans then who

inspires him? ....then I found our Gurudev. That day onwards till now the
connection with him goes on...presently l am under the guidance of

Swami Raghuveerananda CM ukkunagarm.

Vishakhapatnam, India

I think it was in the year 1982 .18 Bhagavad-Gita jnana yagna were
continuously successive ly held every month from 1st chapter to 18

chapters at Sagar Shimoga dist Karnataka by pujya Swami Brahmaji . At
the conclusion of 18 chapter jnana yagna we are blessed to have darshan
of Pujya Gurudev and also we heard him speaking fluent English ,and my

grandfather translated Gurudev's speech into Kannada our mother
tongue. I was 12 years old ..Gurudev's stature, voice, expressions are all

still lingering in my memories.

Shimoga Town, India
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There are too many to write down. Gurudev and Guruji's grace has been
with me throughout my life.. But, I would like to recall one particular

incident. When I had given birth to my son, and I was still in the hospital,
Guruji was in the city, and He came all the way to the hospital to see me

and my newborn son, and He named my son Chinmay. It is His krupa that
He came all the way to the hospital, inspite of being so busy. That is

something I will cherish forever.

Bengaluru, India

I have a treasure of memorable experiences which are equally
'memorable ones' to me: participation in Balamahotsavas, dancing
around Pujya Gurudev shouting 'Hari Om' in one Balamahotsava,

participating in Gurudev's padapuja, regular study group session of
Yuvakendra, important one is participating in the first ever National

Balasevaks and Balasevikas training camp held in Powai, Bombay.

Mysuru, India
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I joined balavihar class when I was 3. Every moment with Chinmaya
Mission has bee a learning experience and molded me into the person I
am today. The annual Chinmayam programs that were held in Dubai by
all the balavihars there , the Chinmaya camps that I attended and the

‘Mighty Maruti’ camp which was the first camp conducted by us and my
balavihar classes itself gifted me many cherishable memories! One of the

best camps I’ve attended was the one in Chinmaya Tapovan, Sidhbari,
conducted by Swami Mitrananda. The place was mystical and serene❤ We

had a lovely time there !

Pune, India

The most memorable experience was many years ago when we entered
the lecture hall to attend Pujya Swami Swaroopanandaji's talks on

Narada Bhakthi Sutra and I felt I saw Pujya Gurudev looking lovingly at
Pujya Swamiji while he was just getting ready to start the talks and I told

my husband who then told me it was actually a life size photo of Pujya
Gurudev. To me Gurudev was physically there that moment. . Till today I

feel I saw Gurudev clearly that day for a very brief moment.

Sydney, Australia
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When my son who was just 10 years old sung the Marathi Abhang "Paila
Toge Kau Kokatahe" by Sant Gyaneshwar Maharaj, Pujya Guruji was very

emotional and gave him a tight hug (the photo can be found in the
Chinmaya Archives) and wondered how someone from a Tamil
background can render a Marathi Abhang so well. Pujya Guruji

congratulated my wife and I, and told us that we've brought up our son
well and given him the right values. We were was just ecstatic and felt
blessed to be in the company of Sages who have encouraged us to stive

on to reach the ultimate goal of Liberation.

To get the grace of pujya gurudev in year 1992 when he visited my school
in Jamshedpur. I was sitting in front of gurudev and felt blessed with his
outstanding and motivating speech. This could be my most memorable

experience. Nothing else could be more memorable than this.

Jamshedpur, India

Sydney, Australia
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Being a Value Educator in Chinmaya Vidyalaya, Chennai has made me
holistic and discover my SWADHARMA with Gurudev's guidence

throughout to face my life with a positive stride. Also to remember LOVE
IS TO GIVE.The association with Chinmaya mission has helped me become
a better human being- more positive, more thankful and more grounded.

I have learnt that "As the thoughts so the mind. If thoughts are good,
mind is good. If thoughts are bad, the mind is called bad." So i want to

make my mind a beautiful dwelling with positive thoughts as Every good
thought sent out rebounds with a hundred times its force on the sender

himself and makes his/her life worth living.

Chinmaya mission is now an extended family for us. It has helped
immensely in my inner spiritual growth. Satsangh and study classes help
me to pick myself up when I fall, evolve continuously as a better Sadhak,

human, mother and friend. Ever indebted to Pujya Gurudev and the
entire Guru-Sishya Parampara. Hari OM.

Sydney, Australia

Chennai, India
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By the Divine grace, my life has changed for the better after my
association with Chinmaya Mission and its swamis and members. A few

years ago, I was always in a hurry to finish my everyday work. My
stovetop was always messy with spill-over, and burnt pots and pans were
a staple in my kitchen. After I started traveling on this spiritual path, my
kitchen is much cleaner and I’m constantly thinking about Lord Krishna
while I’m chopping vegetables and cooking, and sometimes I repeat my
favorite mantra, “Om Namo Bhagavate Vasudevaya.” It’s interesting to

observe the changes in myself.

Enriched me as a person. It introduced me to the richness of Hindu
culture and the depth of knowledge that exists in our scriptures.The
commentaries are lucid and practical. We can relate them to real life

situations.

Guntur, India

Sricity, India
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GURUDEV is my very breath. Gurudev has transformed my life from an
aimless one to a meaninful one.. He instills unwavering faith and

devotion and imparts the right knowledge. Whenever I feel dull or low, or
look for a guidance, I get answers so apt through the quotes that is

shared in the CCMT social media. It feels like Gurudev is talking to me,
guiding me at every step, warning me when I take a wrong path and
pulling me out of the worldly attractions. Guidance also comes while

flipping a page from one of His books. Once, guidance came from one of
the stranger whom I happen to meet at the airport. I could see a glimpse

of the bliss whenever I feel HIM, watching over me. His love and
compassion is unfathomable. 

G guides us always 
U unearths our potential 

R ruthlessly annihilates our Vasanas 
U unwavering faith and devotion He instills in our hearts 

D defined our life
 E enlightens us through His talks 

V vanquishes our ego.

Puducherry, India
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I view every sentence and every utterance, by Pujya Gurudev as a
MahaVakya, whether it is a quote, in His writings and commentaries or

viewed in video or audio. There is an inner-knowing that everything
happens for the best and that Pujya Gurudev's Grace is with me and i
have nothing to fear. Pujya Gurudev walks with me where-ever i go,

exactly the way Gopala Bhaiya walked with the child in the forest on his
way to school. Shri Gurudev walks with me in this School of Life. All that

unfolds in life is through His grace and His will. i feel enormously grateful
to Pujya Gurudev. 

As Swami Swaroopananda ji says, "Countless lives offered in the service
of the Guru cannot express the gratitude of the disciple." i pray that i may
never forget the blessings and teachings received from our Sadguru and
the Guru Parampara. As Guruji says, "The greatest calamity is when we

forget the grace and blessings of God and Guru." My fervent prayer is that
i may always remain at the Lotus Feet of Shri Gurudev and live up to the

teachings of our entire Guru Parampara. 

Thank you for the opportunity to document my sentiments. OM Tat Sat.

Los Altos, USA
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It gave me a chance to learn Bhagawad Geeta, which teaches the
mankind the essence of life. Bhagawad Geeta tells us about the

immortality of soul, essence of Bhakti yoga, Karma yoga and Jnana yoga,
how Dharma-the universal law - controls the world and to do our Karma

as of we are doing puja. It also helped me to know more about our Indian
culture, tradition and heritage. The values I got from here will always be a

part of my life's journey.

Thiruvananthapuram, India

I have stopped blaming people or situation when anything bad happens
as I learnt that it is the result of my past actions(as it is my prarabdha).
Taught me to PAUSE(Instead of reacting to a particular situation, I try to

take a pause, think and then respond).

Mumbai, India
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Swami Chinmayanandaji was indeed a visionary. Being a part of
Chinmaya Vidyalaya has enabled me learn about him. When we

interviewed Smt Leela Nambiar Amma for our magazine I got to know so
much about Gurudev. In addition to this his videos and all the

programmes in the vidyalaya has helped me to contribute to his vision in
an effective manner by not only empowering students to face life with a
smile but also help them evolve as better human beings and contribute
to the nation. I firmly believe that Happiness depends on what you can

give, Not on what you can get. So let us all give what we can to this great
masters Vision and live the pledge of the Chinmaya Mission Let us giving

more than what we take....

Chennai, India

I am in awe of Gurudev. Gurudev's dynamism, his dedication in making us
realize the richness of inner life and his journey to bring ' Hindus' back to
' Hinduism' has helped me understand His Vision. Gurudev has helped me
to become an optimist and has given me the strength to handle problems

with a smile.

Chennai, India
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Making the Mission's Motto "Maximum happiness to maximum number
of people for the maximum amount of time", into a practical application
and making that the daily goal, has helped in introspecting of my actions

and responses.. thereby trying to experience that real happiness, and
Keep Smiling.. smiling away and smiling through all the ups and downs,
has taught us that, if not for anything, one smile can change the way we

look and perceive at our surroundings, experience and outlook.

Pune, India

Ever since I felt His touch on my shoulders in the Meditation room at
Chinmaya Jeevan Darshan, tears flowed lowed incessantly as He inspired

me to servs Him in Nairobi. Facilitating BALVIHAR, CHYK and Adult
Studygroup for 18 years has been so fulfilling, being His instrument in
transforming the lives of many. I prostrate humble in gratitude and

reverence to Pujya Gurudev for showing His grace daily and to the entire
Guru Parampara for their blessings on all our near and dear. Om shree

Chinmaya sadgurave namaha

Nairobi, Kenya
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It was on 3rd of August 1993 that Pujya Gurudev attained Mahasamadhi
after 42 years of tireless service to the mankind. This, indeed, broke the
hearts of those who were blessed to listen to Him, see Him, touch Him

and share some precious moments with Him. However, His words ”
Whenever you need Me, just close your eyes and think of Me, I will be
there.” kindled a new hope and solace in every devotee’s heart. Let us

make a resolve on this sacred occasion of MAHA AARADHANA DAY that
we will always remember His vision and work hard to realise the same.

We will not get trapped in passive, mechanical rituals alone. Let us study,
realise and spread the glory of the Self-knowledge. May His grace and

blessings flow through us to the world around us.

Sricity, India

Bengaluru, India

Realised that I am incharge of my happiness. No one else can make us
happy or miserable. Do things not for the joy you get as a result of doing

it;but out of joy. They may seem small thoughts but can completely
change our lives.
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There are four people named Everybody, Somebody, Anybody and
Nobody. They are bosom friends. An important project came up and

Swamiji asked Everybody to do it efficiently. Everybody was sure
Somebody will do it. Anybody could have done it but nobody did it.

Somebody got angry about that because it was Everybody’s job.
Everybody thought Anybody could do it, but Nobody realised that

Everybody would not do it. It ended up that Everybody blamed Somebody
when Nobody did what Anybody could have done. This is one of the

interesting quotes from Pujya Gurudev Swami Chinmayananda.. The very
name Swami Chinmayananda brings before our mind a towering,

outstanding and dynamic personality with a flowing beard, a roaring
voice and wearing gold-rimmed spectacles.

Chennai, India

Pujya Gurudev's vision has transformed not only my life, but the lives of
so many people throughout the world. His vision has added wisdom and
spirituality to my life.. It has made me love every moment of my life yet

being focused on my goal... Gurudev's quote ,"If I rest, I rust " has become
my favorite, making me work hard for my goal and helping me to resist

every temptation that might stop me from achieving my goals.

Chennai, India
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I would like to specially mention one aspect that has inspired me a lot.
Pujya Gurudev's Vision of Spiritual Unfoldment in each one of us, by
whichever avenue that suits our mindset, has bloomed into so many

different kinds of fields of expression and activities of the Mission, that a
common lay man who wants to start his spiritual journey feels so

comfortable and inspiring to take to the field (as he himself also does not
know in the beginning, he just wants to progress and do good). This 'Yena

Kena Prakarena Manah Krishna Niveshayat' is the speciality and
flexibility which our Mission gives to each individual to evolve at his own
pace, in whichever field or hobby he likes, provided he is always focused

on the Goal of Life. This practical aspect of spiritual unfoldment has
touched and transformed my life the most.

Pune, India

The life of Pujya Gurudev Swami Chinmayananda is an inspiration for the
young minds who are going to be the future contributers of the society.

His vision is implied in CVP - Chinmaya Vision Program which includes the
four pillars - Integrated Development ( Physical, Mental, Intellectual,

Spiritual) , Indian culture, Patriotism and Universal Outlook. Gurudev' s
Vision is a great Mission.

Thiruvananthapuram, India
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When I first attended the adult study group we doing the second chapter
of Srimad Bhagavad Geeta. I could never imagine studying Bhagavad
Geeta which I thought was only for intellectuals. I was blown away by
Pujya Gurudev's lucid and elaborate explanation, bringing the great
knowledge down to my level of understanding. I was amazed when I

noticed that human nature and tendencies have changed very little from
5000 years ago when the Mahabharata was took place in Kurukshetra. I

was simply mesmerised by Pujya Guudev's charisma and magnatism
which attracted me and I just couldn't take my eyes off the screen and

my ears were tuned to his message. Life was never the same when I came
to know that my nature ie infinite Sat, Chit and Ananda, not this limited

body with a name and form.

Sydney, Australia

Basically I was a person who had courage but not bold enough to speak
out, fearing about what the others will tell. Being a part of Chinmaya

family, I have learnt to be bold and to tackle any kinds of situation. The
happiness which we see in the people to whom we help, brings self-

satisfaction. I have also learnt that a help need not always involve money
or things. If we have the goodwill to help others, surely we will get a way

to achieve it.

Chennai, India
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Gurudev is my role model and someone to whom I owe a tremendous
debt. Whenever I think of Him I know He is there in my heart. If I have a
problem I think about what Gurudev would say in his roaring, inspiring

voice, and my confusion vanishes.

Sunnyvale, USA

Receiving a scholarship from Poojya Gurudev in 1982 when I scored the
highest marks in PUC and eighth rank in the University.

Kannur, India

My Association with Chinmaya Mission has helped me Immensely. It has
shown me the Formula of Success and Fulfillment in Life: INTROSPECT

DAILY, DETECT DILIGENTLY, NEGATE RUTHLESSLY, SUBSTITUTE WISE,
GROW STEADILY AND BE HAPPY (KNOW THAT YOU ARE HAPPINESS ! I try to

put in my best to follow this Sutra of Pujya Gurudev and I have
experienced that it has really worked well for me in reducing my vices

and growing more peaceful and fulfilled on a day to day basis. Thank You
Pujya Gurudev !!!

Pune, India
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Pune, India

My Engineering College's Professor Mr. Sandeep Dabhade who was a
student of Swami Siddheshanandaji in Pune, inspired me to participate in
the Upcoming National Level Quiz 'Awakening Indians to India' in 2003. As

part of the Quiz's Initial Rounds, Swami Siddheshanandaji (Formerly Br.
Shailesh Chaitanya, when I met him first in 2003) had come to our College

for Publicity of the Quiz. 
Swamiji delivered a very meaningful talk apart from giving information
about the Quiz, and I was hooked onto the simple yet inspiring message

Swamiji gave which had sown the seeds of inquiry in my bosom to
blossom later when I actually took part in the Quiz Competition and got

to know more about the Mission and its Life Transforming Vision and
Work. The Journey since then just continues to be one of the best things

that could happen to me . . .


